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UNITISED TRAFFIC REPORT – Q1 2021 

ABOUT THE IMDO  

The Irish Maritime Development Office (IMDO) is Ireland’s dedicated development, promotional and marketing agency for 

the shipping and shipping services sector. The IMDO is the Irish government agency which provides support to national and 

international maritime businesses in Ireland. It is the aim of the IMDO to be the focal point for maritime business in Ireland. 

The IMDO provides government and industry with a range of information and reporting across the sector and works with 

international businesses to help them set-up or expand in Ireland. 

Along with quarterly economic analysis and academic research, the IMDO produces an annual statistical bulletin on the Irish 

shipping market; The Irish Maritime Transport Economist. This is Ireland’s most comprehensive source of national maritime 

traffic data. Past editions of the Irish Maritime Transport Economist are available from the IMDO website.  
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NOTES 
 

1. RoRo (Roll-on Roll-off): RoRo involves vessels designed to carry wheeled cargo, such as cars, trucks, semi-trailer 

trucks, trailers, etc., that can be driven on and off the ship on their own wheels, or using a platform vehicle, such as 

a self-propelled modular transporter. 

 

2. LoLo (Lift-on Lift-off): LoLo involves a specific ship that engages in the transportation of containerised freight, that is 

loaded and unloaded by ship to shore cranes.  

 

3. TEU: The twenty-foot equivalent unit (often TEU or teu) is a unit of cargo often used to describe the capacity of 

container ships and container terminals. 

 

4. RoPax:  The sector that uses vessels capable of carrying passengers, passenger vehicles, and RoRo freight 

 

5. ROI: Republic of Ireland 

 

6. NI: Northern Ireland 

 

7. GB: Great Britain 
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UNITISED TRAFFIC IN Q1 2021 
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Unitised Traffic in Q1 2021 – Executive Summary  

 
When combined, the volume of unitised (i.e. RoRo and LoLo) traffic on the island of Ireland declined in Q1 2021 by 4%1. 

However, there were significant variations by shipping mode, port and route.  

RoRo 

In the Republic of Ireland, RoRo volumes declined by 13%, or 36,400 RoRo units. This is the largest Q1 decline since 

2009. ROI RoRo volume changes in Q1 2021 were driven by a considerable decline in ROI – GB traffic of 31%, or 71,800 

units. This was offset by a surge in ROI – EU RoRo traffic, which rose by 74%, or 35,400 units. Of these additional EU 

RoRo units, 69% were handled by Rosslare Europort, and 30% were handled by Dublin Port. Dublin Port holds a 62% 

share of ROI – EU traffic in Q1 2021, with Rosslare Europort holding a 36% share, and Cork a 1% share. In Northern 

Ireland, RoRo volumes increased by 7%, or 15,000 units.  

As a result of these changes, ROI – EU increased its share of all-island volumes from 10% to 18%, while NI – GB volumes 

increased its share from 42% to 47%. Importers and exporters who chose to use direct EU services benefitted from an 

unprecedented level of additional RoRo & LoLo capacity introduced by shipping operators in the last 6 months. In the 

RoRo market, the response by shipping operators doubled available capacity on direct RoRo services to continental 

Europe. 

The fall in ROI – GB traffic in Q1 was driven by three main factors; a declined in the use of the UK Landbridge, a decline 

in the use of ROI – GB routes by NI businesses, and a large stockpile of merchandise goods built up by importers and 

exporters in late 2020. The move away from the Landbridge was driven by concerns of delays and disruption as a result 

of new customs controls on traffic between the UK and the EU.  

LoLo 

LoLo traffic in the Republic of Ireland rose by 11% compared to Q1 2020, while LoLo traffic in Northern Irish ports rose 

by 13%. Q4 2020 and Q1 2021 were the busiest LoLo quarters on record for the Republic of Ireland, with each quarter 

surpassing 280,000 TEUs. The same factors that drove a surge in demand for direct RoRo services, also drove increased 

demand for LoLo services, most of which are direct to EU ports. RoRo and LoLo services are substitutable and shipping 

companies in these sectors compete for much of the same business.  

Passengers 

The RoPax sector has been more severely disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic than any other sector of the shipping 

industry. Tourist passenger numbers on the island of Ireland declined by 61% in Q1 2021 compared to Q1 2020. 

Passenger numbers through ROI ports fell by 78% while numbers through NI ports fell by 46%. The passenger market 

has recorded precipitous declines for the past year. In 2020, more than 2 million fewer passengers travelled on ferry 

services to and from the island of Ireland. 

 

                                                           
1 RoRo volumes are measured in RoRo Units. LoLo volumes are measured in Twenty-Foot Equivalent Units (TEUs). To combine both, 
each mode is converted to tonnes.  
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Conclusion 

Overall, the market for unitised traffic in Ireland and Northern Ireland is currently extremely competitive and dynamic. 

The declines in ROI-GB traffic and the increases recorded in ROI – EU traffic are unprecedented. It is unclear if these 

volumes will persist into the medium term. Similarly, it is uncertain whether demand for the UK Landbridge will remain 

low, or increase over time.  

However, the unitised market has proven throughout the past year that it is highly resilient and adaptable. Shipping 

companies are currently facing the simultaneous impact of new customs and administrative barriers on ROI - GB traffic 

and severe restrictions on economic activity in Ireland, the UK and across continental Europe. The IMDO will continue to 

closely monitor and report on the performance of the Irish shipping, given the volatility of current market conditions.  
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1. All Island Roll-on / Roll-off (RoRo) Market  

 
Table 1 shows that RoRo volumes through Republic of Ireland ports declined by 13% in Q1 2021, or by 36,438 units. 

Declines of such scale in RoRo traffic have not been recorded since the period of the financial crash in 2008/2009. In Q2 

2020, the RoRo market fell by 16%, or 46,500 units. This decline was the largest since Q2 2009. Q1 2021 therefore marks 

another significant quarterly decline in RoRo traffic. In addition, the last time that fewer than 250,000 units was 

recorded in a given quarter was Q1 2015.  

In Northern Ireland, volumes increased by 7% in Q1, despite shipping companies being subject to similar COVID-19 

economic restrictions and Brexit-related administrative disruption. All three RoRo ports in Northern Ireland - Belfast, 

Larne and Warrenpoint – recorded increases in Q1 2021. RoRo volumes at Belfast Harbour grew by 7,500 units, or a 6% 

increase over Q1 2020.  

COVID-19 restrictions had a significant impact on NI RoRo volumes in Q2 2020, compared to Q2 2019 volumes. Assuming 

the economic restrictions in place on the island of Ireland in Q1 affect volumes of trade through all ports, the increase in 

NI volumes in Q1 2021 is better explained as a response to the new trading relationship between ROI, NI and GB.  

Changes in unitised trade on the island of Ireland in Q1 2021 were driven by two categories economic factors, and 

shifting traffic patterns.  

Table 1: All - Island RoRo Units, Accompanied & Unaccompanied 

  Q1 2020 Q1 2021 Growth  Diff 

  RoRo Units RoRo Units (%) RoRo Units 

Cork 729 955 31% 226 

Dublin 255,708 204,340 -20% -51,368 

Rosslare 26,559 41,263 55% 14,704 

ROI 282,996 246,558 -13% -36,438 

     

NI 205,923 221,060 7% 15,137 

     

All - Island 488,919 467,618 -4% -21,301 
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Table 2 shows the changes in the volumes of imports and exports in both ROI and NI.  ROI export volumes recorded 

marginally steeper declines compared to imports. Historically, imports represent 50% - 51% of total RoRo volume each 

year. That pattern continued into Q1 2021, as imports amounted to 51% of total traffic. The same pattern was present in 

Northern Ireland, where imports and exports consistently hold equal shares of RoRo volumes.  

 

Table 2: All Island RoRo Units, Accompanied & Unaccompanied  

  Imports Exports 
RoRo Units 2020 2021 Growth Diff 2020 2021 Growth Diff 

Cork  408 500 23% 92 321 455 42% 134 

Dublin  129,428 105,533 -18% -23,895 126,280 98,807 -22% -27,473 
Rosslare 
Europort 

12,709 20,758 63% 8,049 13,850 20,505 48% 6,655 

Total ROI 142,545 126,791 -11% -15,754 140,451 119,767 -15% -20,684 

                  

NI 102,394 108,261 6% 5,867 103,530 112,799 9% 9,269 

                  

Total All - Island 244,939 235,052 -4% -9,887 243,981 232,566 -5% -11,415 
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2. Drivers of Change in Q1 2021 All Island RoRo Market 
 

As illustrated in Figure 1 below, changes in RoRo port volumes in Q1 2021 were driven by two categories of factors. 

 

 

Figure 1: Drivers of Change in Q1 2021 

 

 

2.1 Economic Factors 

 

COVID-19 Restrictions 

Beginning in early January, severe economic restrictions were introduced in Ireland, the UK and continental Europe in 

order to address a new wave of COVID-19 infections. In Ireland, the imposition of ‘Level 5’ restrictions in March 2020 

and again in October 2020 was followed on both occasions by a downturn in RoRo volumes across all ports. Although 

the decline due to the ‘first wave’ in March 2020 was far more severe in volume terms, the impact of such restrictions 

on the shipping sector in both cases was immediate and affected all segments of the market. As such, it is assumed that 

the reintroduction of such measures in early 2021 had a similarly suppressive impact on the market. 

 

  

1. Economic 
Factors

• Covid-19 Restrictions

• Customs Barriers

• 2020 Stockpile & Trial

2. Shifting 
Traffic Patterns

• Landbridge

• Northern Ireland Transfers

• Unaccompanied Transfers
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Customs Barriers 

Occurring alongside these economic restrictions was the anticipated introduction of new customs & administrative 

barriers to trade between ROI and the UK, as well as between NI and GB. Regulations such as these make international 

trade more difficult, increasing costs for businesses and disrupting finely tuned supply chains. Invariably, this will have a 

negative impact on trade. Evidence for this has already emerged, as EU imports from the UK fell by 47% in value terms in 

the first two months of 20212.  

 

2020 Stockpile & Trial  

Perhaps the most important point to provide context for the changes in RoRo volume in Q1 2021 is the significant 

preparations made by companies in Ireland and in the UK for the new customs regulations that came into force on 

January 1st 2021. Figure 2 below shows the year-on-year (Y-o-Y), unadjusted increase in ROI – EU and ROI – UK RoRo 

volumes for each month of 2020. As shown, there was a surge in both UK and EU volumes in the final quarter of 2020, 

particularly in November and December. Q4 was the busiest quarter for RoRo traffic on record, with over 330,000 units 

handled at Dublin, Cork and Rosslare Europort. The increase occurred predominantly on UK routes, however, the 

volume of ROI – EU trade in these months was also unprecedentedly high.  

Overall, an additional 35,000 units were carried on ROI – GB routes in Q4 2020, and an additional 9,000 units on ROI – 

EU routes. Severe restrictions were still in place on economic activity in Ireland for most of Q4 2020. Since December is 

one of the quietest months for RoRo traffic in any given year, with volumes 10% below average, it is reasonable to 

interpret the increases in Q4 trade as advance preparations on the part of Irish importers and exporters for the UK’s 

formal withdrawal from the European Union on January 1st 2021.  

The IMDO consults regularly with stakeholders in the Irish shipping industry, and also prepares a weekly monitor of 

shipping volumes. Consultations during this period of heightened uncertainty showed that concerns about delays and 

disruption at Irish and UK ports drove both Irish and UK companies to stockpile goods ahead of the regulatory changes 

introduced at the beginning of 2021. This stockpiling of goods explains much of the surge in ROI – UK traffic and 

importantly, it also explains the significantly lower ROI – UK volumes in Q1 2021.  

Turning to ROI - EU trade, the increase in late 2020 occurred alongside a campaign led by the IMDO and Department of 

Transport encouraging importers and exporters to ‘Be Prepared’ and  to ‘ACT Now’3 by Assessing current supply chains, 

Communicating future demand to shipping companies, and Trialing alternative routes, such as direct sailings from ROI to 

the continent.  

 

 

 

  

                                                           
2 ‘Euro area international trade in goods surplus €17.7 bn’, Eurostat, February 2021 
3 ‘Be Prepared for Brexit: ACT and Prepare to Switch’, IMDO, November 2020 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/11563039/6-16042021-BP-EN.pdf/61355ed2-0b18-2181-7415-9f5655c14cd4?t=1618505552214
https://www.imdo.ie/Home/site-area/news-events/be-prepared-brexit-act-and-prepare-switch
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Figure 2: Annual Y-o-Y Growth in RoRo Volumes, 2020 
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2.2 Shifting Traffic Patterns 

 
The economic factors outlined above drove much of the decline in RoRo traffic on the island of Ireland in Q1 2021. 

However, an unprecedented shift in traffic patterns took place in Q1 2021 as a result of changes in trading regulations 

between the EU and UK. As expected in late 2020, large increases in traffic on direct ROI – EU services were recorded, 

accompanied by a sizable decline in ROI – GB traffic.  

The composition of RoRo traffic in Q1 2021 was therefore significantly altered, with ROI – EU trade now representing 

18% of RoRo trade on the island of Ireland (see Figure 3 below). Tables 3 & 4 below outline in detail the monthly 

changes in ROI – EU, ROI – GB and NI – GB traffic in Q1 2020.  

 

 

 

Figure 3: All Island RoRo Market Share 
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Table 3: RoRo Traffic to Great Britain, Annual Growth 

    Dublin - GB Rosslare - GB ROI - GB NI - GB 

Jan 

Q1 2020 70,517 7,182 77,698 68,429 
Q1 2021 41,131 3,417 44,548 67,450 
Growth (%) -42% -52% -43% -1% 
Diff -29,385 -3,765 -33,150 -979 

      

Feb 

Q1 2020 69,297 6,673 75,969 66,949 
Q1 2021 50,960 2,522 53,482 70,177 
Growth (%) -26% -62% -30% 5% 
Diff -18,337 -4,151 -22,487 3,228 

      

Mar 

Q1 2020 74,461 6,939 81,399 70,545 
Q1 2021 60,202 4,977 65,179 83,433 
Growth (%) -19% -28% -20% 18% 
Diff -14,259 -1,962 -16,220 12,888 

      

Total Q1 

Q1 2020 214,274 20,793 235,067 205,923 
Q1 2021 152,293 10,916 163,209 221,060 
Growth (%) -29% -48% -31% 7% 
Diff -61,981 -9,877 -71,857 15,137 

 

Table 4: RoRo Traffic to Continental EU Ports, Annual Growth 

    Cork - EU Dublin - EU Rosslare - EU ROI - EU 

Jan 

Q1 2020 453 12,039 1,758 14,251 
Q1 2021 181 15,190 8,912 24,283 
Growth (%) -60% 26% 407% 70% 
Diff -272 3,150 7,154 10,032 

      

Feb 

Q1 2020 276 11,482 1,784 13,542 
Q1 2021 309 17,008 9,819 27,136 
Growth (%) 12% 48% 450% 100% 
Diff 33 5,526 8,035 13,594 

      

Mar 

Q1 2020 0 17,912 2,224 20,137 
Q1 2021 465 19,849 11,616 31,930 
Growth (%)               -    11% 422% 59% 
Diff 465 1,937 9,392 11,793 

      

Total Q1 

Q1 2020 729 41,434 5,766 47,929 
Q1 2021 955 52,047 30,347 83,349 
Growth (%) 31% 26% 426% 74% 
Diff 226 10,613 24,581 35,419 
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Increase in Direct EU Traffic 

As detailed in Table 4, ROI – EU RoRo traffic rose by 74% in Q1 2021 compared to Q1 2020, equivalent to an additional 

35,400 units. Of the additional units, 69% were handled by Rosslare Europort, and 30% by Dublin Port. Approximately 

0.5% of the added EU volume were handled by the Port of Cork. Dublin Port holds a 62% share of ROI – EU traffic in Q1 

2021, with Rosslare Europort holding a 36% share, and Cork a 1% share.  

The increase in EU volume at Rosslare Europort was significant, as EU volumes through the port rose from roughly 6,000 

in Q1 2020 to 30,000 units Q1 2021. EU traffic now represents three quarters of all Rosslare Europort RoRo traffic, 

compared to roughly 22% a year ago. Driven by these changes, and offset by declines in UK traffic, Rosslare Europort’s 

total RoRo volumes rose by 55% in Q1 2021.  

Overall, the annual changes in ROI – EU traffic are sizable and significant. However, the shift to direct EU services began 

in October 2020, when ROI – EU volumes first began to increase despite the onset of new COVID-19 related restrictions 

in Ireland. During this time, there was still considerable uncertainty surrounding the new customs controls due to come 

into force on January 1st, as well as uncertainty regarding COVID-19 infection rates and associated restrictions.  

In response to potential delays on the UK Landbridge, there was an unprecedented market response from shipping 

companies to provide new options for direct EU RoRo and LoLo services. In the RoRo sector, all four incumbent shipping 

operators offering ROI – EU services (Stena Line, Irish Ferries, CLdN and Brittany Ferries) announced additional capacity 

on direct services for 2021. Destinations included Zeebrugge, Cherbourg, Bilbao and Santander. In addition, a new 

entrant, DFDS, began operating a RoRo service between Rosslare Europort and Dunkirk in January 2021.  The combined 

effect of these actions was to double available capacity on direct RoRo services to continental Europe. The number of 

different route options also rose from 5 to 134.  

 

Decline in GB Traffic  

There was a sharp decline in ROI – GB RoRo traffic in Q1 2021. Volumes fell by 31%, equivalent to 72,000 fewer RoRo 

units. On a seasonally adjusted basis, ROI – GB volumes fell by 54% between December and January. In all, Dublin Port’s 

ROI - GB volumes fell by 29% in Q1 2021, and Rosslare’s ROI – GB volumes fell by 48%. 

A drop in GB traffic was expected, due to the unprecedentedly high volumes on GB routes recorded in late 2020. As 

highlighted above, this surge reflected a process of stockpiling by businesses in Ireland and the UK. As this stockpile was 

gradually depleted, and as importers and exporters in both jurisdictions became increasingly familiar with new customs 

and regulatory controls, ROI – GB steadily rose throughout Q1. Figure 5 below illustrates the seasonally adjusted 

monthly growth rate in ROI – GB RoRo traffic in Q1.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 The RoRo market for both EU and GB services remains extremely competitive and dynamic. As a result, capacity, route choice and 
frequency have changed frequently as shipping operators adapt to new demand patterns. 
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Figure 5: ROI – GB Monthly Growth, Seasonally Adjusted 

 

 

In 2019 and 2020, there was approximately 80,000 units handled each month on ROI – GB routes. In January 2021, this 

fell to roughly 45,000, and rose steadily to 55,000 and then 65,000 in February and March respectively. This pattern is 

reflected in the monthly growth rates in Figure 5.  

 

UK Landbridge  

One of the most significant factors behind the decline in ROI – UK traffic and the surge in ROI – EU traffic has been the 

concern about delays and disruption on the UK Landbridge5 due to new customs controls. It is clear that in Q1 2021, 

many more importers and exporters have chosen direct EU shipping services, whether RoRo or LoLo, as a means to 

access EU markets.   

A report6 published in 2018 by the IMDO estimated that the volume of goods transported via the UK Landbridge was 3 

million tonnes, equivalent to approximately 150,000 HGV’s per year. Speed and frequency were cited as key factors 

driving the choice of the UK Landbridge.   

Overall, the RoRo market in Ireland is currently extremely competitive and it is unclear if the current configuration of the 

RoRo market will persist into the medium term. However, whether by way of direct services, or by the UK Landbridge, 

shipping operators have been shown to be responsive and adaptable not only to Brexit, but also to COVID-19 challenges.   

                                                           
5 The UK Landbridge is a term used to describe a route to market that connects Irish importers and exporters to international 
markets via the UK road and ports network. It is a strategically important means of access to the single market that has been 
favoured by traders in high value or time sensitive goods because it offers significantly faster transit times than alternative routes. 
The reintroduction of customs controls as a consequence of Brexit increases transit times and places additional costs on Irish 
businesses that undermines their competitiveness in accessing international markets. 
6 ‘The Implications of Brexit on the use of the Landbridge’ – IMDO, 2018 
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Northern Ireland Transfers 

The Ports of Larne, Belfast, Warrenpoint, Dublin Port and Rosslare Europort all offer RoRo services to GB.  Several 

shipping companies operate out of ports on both sides of the border on the island of Ireland. In addition, many haulage 

companies make use of routes on either side of the border. For example, many Northern Irish hauliers make significant 

use of the frequent services from Dublin Port. 

Through consultations with stakeholders and through detailed analysis of time series trends of RoRo traffic on the island 

of Ireland, it is clear that haulage companies based in Northern Ireland, have transferred significant volumes of business 

away from RoRo services in ROI and that the preponderance of this traffic was from Dublin Port.  

The decline in Northern Irish traffic using Dublin Port to access GB markets explains much of the significant decline in 

Dublin Port’s ROI – GB volumes in Q1 2021. It also drove much of the increase in RoRo traffic through NI ports compared 

to ports in the Republic of Ireland. Dublin has been the port of choice for many NI hauliers wishing to access markets in 

the midlands and southeast of England. Dublin Port is therefore exposed to these trade shifts as a result of Brexit. 
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Unaccompanied Transfers 

The shifts in EU and GB RoRo traffic that occurred in late 2020 have been outlined. One trend that has been persistent 

for at least five years however, is the increasing share of unaccompanied7 volume as a percentage of total RoRo traffic 

(See Figure 6).  

Figure 6: Share of ROI RoRo Market – Accompanied Vs Unaccompanied Shipping Modes 

 

This trend has been accelerated by COVID-19 travel restrictions and health and safety issues relating to international 

freight drivers. During the first wave of the pandemic in 2020, unaccompanied traffic recorded shallower declines in Q2 

and a faster recovery in Q3 (See Figure 7 below).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
7 Unaccompanied RoRo traffic does not require a commercial HGV driver travel alongside each RoRo unit.  
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Figure 7: Quarterly Growth in RoRo Traffic by Shipping Mode, Seasonally Adjusted 

 

 

Secondly, the rise in direct EU volume will naturally be followed by a rise in unaccompanied volume. Traffic on ROI – EU 

routes makes disproportionate use of the unaccompanied mode due to, among other things, the significantly longer 

journey times on direct routes.  

For these reasons, unaccompanied traffic holds a 70% share of the RoRo market in Q1 2021, up from 60% in 2016. Table 

5 below details the accompanied and unaccompanied volumes recorded in Q1 2021.  

Table 5: All Island RoRo Units, Accompanied & Unaccompanied Breakdown 

RoRo Units 
            

Q1 2020 Q1 2021   Q1 2020 Q1 2021   
Port Accompanied  Accompanied  Growth (%) Unaccompanied Unaccompanied Growth (%) 
Cork  457 224 -51% 272 731 169% 

Dublin  83,997 52,222 -38% 171,711 152,118 -11% 
Rosslare  12,709 20,758 63% 13,850 20,505 48% 

ROI  97,163 73,204 -25% 185,833 173,354 -7% 
              

NI  75,301 80,681 7% 130,622 140,379 7% 
              

All - Island 172,464 153,885 -11% 316,455 313,733 -1% 
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3. All – Island Lift-on / Lift-off (LoLo) Market  
 

Tables 6 & 7 detail the volume of LoLo traffic handled at ports on the island of Ireland in Q1 2021. LoLo units through 

ports in the Republic of Ireland rose by 11%, despite the severe economic restrictions in place throughout the entire 

quarter.  

At over 280,000 TEUs, Q1 2021 and Q4 2020 were the two busiest LoLo quarters on record for the Republic of Ireland. In 

addition, LoLo volumes in March surpassed 100,000 for the first time. At this rate of growth, the LoLo market will 

comfortably surpass 1 million TEUs in 2021 for the third consecutive year.  

Market shares stayed relatively steady in 2021, with Dublin Port holding a 73% share of the ROI LoLo market, Cork with 

22% and Waterford 4%.  

The vast majority of LoLo services on the island of Ireland are direct to continental EU ports. As a result, many of the 

factors that drove a surge in RoRo volumes on direct EU services, also drove the increase in LoLo traffic. It is clear that 

accompanied RoRo, unaccompanied RoRo and LoLo services are substitutes for one another, and operators in each 

market compete for similar business. 

Shipping operators offering direct LoLo and RoRo services to continental EU ports have benefitted from the desire by 

importers and exporters to avoid UK customs barriers. Whether these traffic patterns will persist into the future is 

uncertain. As new Brexit rules create challenges and uncertainties for traders, it is essential that importers and exporters 

are aware of the full suite of maritime services available to them to access UK and EU markets. The market for unitised 

trade is extremely competitive and dynamic in 2021. The IMDO will continue to monitor changes in volumes closely and 

provide context for all industry stakeholders.  

 

Table 6: All Island LoLo TEUs, Laden & Unladen 

LoLo Q1 2020 Q1 2021 Growth  Diff 

  TEUs TEUs (%) TEUs 

Cork  53,540 62,756 17% 9,216 

Dublin  187,292 205,893 10% 18,601 

Waterford 12,820 12,004 -6% -816 

ROI  253,652 280,653 11% 27,001 

          

NI  55,661 62,719 13% 7,058 

          

All - Island 309,313 343,372 11% 34,059 
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Table 7: All – Island TEUs, Laden & Unladen, by Trade Flow 

  Imports Exports 
LoLo 2020 2021 Growth Diff 2020 2021 Growth Diff 
Cork  27,472 31,114 13% 3,642 26,069 31,642 21% 5,574 

Dublin  97,174 107,165 10% 9,991 90,118 98,728 10% 8,610 
Waterford 6,568 5,971 -9% -597 6,252 6,033 -4% -219 
Total ROI 131,214 144,250 10% 13,037 122,439 136,403 11% 13,965 

                  
NI 28,090 30,838 10% 2,749 27,571 31,880 16% 4,310 
                  

Total All - Island 159,303 175,088 10% 15,785 150,009 168,283 12% 18,274 
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4. All – Island Passenger Market  
 

No Irish maritime market segment has been more severely disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic and its accompanying 

restrictions than the market for passengers. Tourism / passenger numbers on the island of Ireland declined by 61% in Q1 

2021 compared to Q1 2020. In the Republic of Ireland, 191,000 fewer passengers travelled to and from the ports listed 

in Table 8 below, a decline of 78%. In Northern Ireland, 135,000 fewer passengers travelled to and from the ports of 

Belfast and Larne, a decline of 46%. 

The declines recorded in Q1 2021 mirror those recorded throughout 2020, where precipitous declines were felt by all 

shipping operators in the passenger market due to COVID-19 restrictions on travel. In Ireland, passenger numbers fell by 

over 70%8, while in Northern Ireland, volumes declined by approximately 40%. In all, over 2 million fewer passengers 

travelled on ferry services on the island of Ireland in 2020. Q2 recorded the steepest drop, with volumes falling by over 

90% in the Republic of Ireland. In percentage terms, the Port of Cork recorded the steepest declines both in Q1 2021 and 

in the year 2020. 

Table 8: All – Island Tourist Passenger Numbers9 

 Q1 2020 Q1 2021 Growth Diff 
Tourist Passenger No.s No. No. (%) No. 

Dublin 188,975 41,259 -78% -147,716 
Rosslare 54,753 12,769 -77% -41,984 

Cork 1,631 259 -84% -1,372 
ROI 245,359 54,287 -78% -191,072 

     
NI 292,069 156,671 -46% -135,398 

     
All - Island 537,428 210,958 -61% -326,470 

 

                                                           
8 More detail on passenger volumes will be provided in the IMDO’s 18th edition of the Irish Maritime Transport Economist.  
9 In order separate the volume of tourist passengers from commercial passengers (such as drivers, crew etc), some estimates are 
included in Table 8. These figures may be subject to revision in later quarterly reports.  


